Salon Should . lave Been | Better — 


By WENDY WILSON | 


_ ‘This is the show that has no right to be : 


so good. So says Robert E. Ewing, a 
* former Festival of the Arts director nd 


director of the Museum of Fine Arts, — 


who has seen four years. of -Festival 
- shows-and several museum Biennials. 


Still, it is not good enough. It also has . 
gallery 
e year show... 
that there ‘is a creative cornucopia in the : 


every right to be better, — 
exhibitions.-throughout. th 


state. But its rich seope is not evident in 


selecting work's was-as 5 changeable as the 


cliched chameleon.” 


Last spring, the Festival office sent x 
~ letter: to all” 


.. Invitational show who live in Santa Fe 


artists in last 
County. The letter said that Ewing and 


-.- Jan Adlemann, ‘the. Festival's-director,. ~~ 
. would: visit their studios and. select.a | 
\ piece for the Salon’ show.. This process 
was later amended, when. advertise- -~- 
ments in city newspapers invited any 
“ Santa Fe Conty artist to bring slides or 


year's fk 

















’.. original works to two showings at the 

- Inn at Loretto,at-which time Adimann ~ ... 

would select additional work. 
.dimann - 


“A Santa Fe Salon: The Wild Weat. and 
All. the Rest,” in ‘the second-floor 
. galleries ‘at Sweeney~ Center, through | 
Oct. 19. j 
One reason . the. show falls short of 
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some cases, the artwork being shown 
— was selected by a Festival official, at ’ 
renege — row 0 artist decided wh 


| Karp, 
Randy Lee White, many Pueblo Indian 
artists, and so on. 

Several of Santa Fe's fine. paiuter⸗ 
such as van Johnson and: John » 
Fincher are also conspicuously: absent. 
‘The salon's potential further is reduted 
by. the absence of — — 
‘Although they w approached b. 

Festival officials ‘and invited to — 
‘their work, many of these artists are so. 
mueh in.demand.that they did not have —¢ 
canvases or sculptures. to. spare. The |”. 
sculpture entries were arse, too; out of - 
‘some 182 artists in the s ow, only 25 are. 
Also. absent. are entries from many” ge 
Indian artists: Grey Cohoe, R.C.Gor-. -b 
_ Inan, Miehael Naranjo, Earl Eder, Henry. Joel 
Gobin and others, The nine Indian artists 


| ss ifahe ts Tectining in an —45 
‘environmen filed with ribbons and 
: . paraphernalia. . 


: There. ié also ‘much fine figurative 1 
-geulpture by: Allan Houser, Pat Niblack, 
2 ‘Larry T. DesJarlais Jr., Bob Haczous,. 
car's Sabon show yon easodatien ‘vaing: Glynn Gomez and James Roybal. 
the helter-skelter method, as Ewing 
—— it. ‘And: ‘the — of 


: experimental. “work: such as Steina 
‘- Vasulka’s video piece, a revolving 
machine. with. two cameras’ and two. - 
which. — an 
.. -everchanging oramic. view. of the 
room on two video sets, Another work is 
a set of four black and white Xerox 
slahs.. © compositions, a collage of blue jeans and 
another \ blue work shirts, by James Dietech, 
f * ee called “Untitled.” 
— There are in the Armory works many. 
more direet and indirect references to 
~! technology such as Xerox machines, 
“computers and. videos, than there are. 
"References. to Jandscapes or 
_ Dwayne Maxwell's acrylic dots on an. 
"> “-Bby Boot unstretched: canvas, treated 
_, with rhoplex and entitled “Green and | 
- Purple,” looks like.a computer program- : 
ming card. Scharff's piece, an ~ | 
“Yeby-t6ineh ss <construction - 
with two - —— containing 
copper thread, calls to mind an aesthetic 
os ‘version of Ma. Bell's technological 
— Moch ‘of; the’ ————— 
— or decorative realism, and - variation on field. painting compositions, 
hotography a cluded: - . with random marks all over the canvas. 
Another charac ic of the Arn ey Which are oryanited by some thinimal 
show, which has bee Se ae 
oo by Art. | of 


vine: was placed on ‘natural — utt 
and that anything pretentious or over-’. er’ 
stated was ruled out. te also evident... - 
, feats while artistic technique was impor-. · 
Biennial selection at Sweeney oe 


By WENDY WILSON. 


The "1980 Armory/Museum/Festival 
Show, juried by Dianne’ Vanderiip, 
-. curator of contemporary art at. the 
- Denver- Art Museum, is the. most - Ce 
exciting show of the current Festival of —5* 
the Arts, and if one can begin to { Bethe - 
the rationale behind the. selection of | 
‘work, it. would appear: that the ‘major 


— revolving mirrors, w 





; ‘non-objective mode, as‘ opposed. : 
ofa total 122 artists in : 
| memorial for the - 


— Paul Becker: ‘Cotton Kimono; at the. m i — — on a pee wi : 





